From the Middle

November 30, 2007
Quotes of the Week:
“When do we get another break?”
Announcements:

Next Friday, Dec. 7 t is a ! day of school: 12:30 dismissal

Student Council Food Drive extended to December 15th!!!
Bring in non -perishable food items. Great job so far - today we had a full load of food come in. Keep
up the great work - if the middle school contributes the most, we get a pizza party!

Geography Bee is December 8, 1:00 @ Oxbow High School;
Middle School Team: Sam Amber, Alex Richardson, & Caleb Oldham- STUDY!!!

China

Alex Richard$on

Did you know the country that we call China is actually called the People's Republic of
China, and that Mandarin Chinese is the language spoken by more people than any
other language on earth? The leader of that magnificent place is Hu Jintao. He became
president in 2003. He is also the head of the communist party. China is holding the 2008
Summer Olympics, which Hu Jintao hopes will help raise China's standing amongst
other nations. Hu Jintao has also helped China with its economic growth, meaning more
factories and production, but to the cost of getting more pollution in the rivers, lakes, and
forests. The population in China is 1.3 billion!!! 20% of people in China live in cities
and the life expectancy is 71 years for men and 74 years for women. I got these facts from
the Junior Scholastic World Affairs Atlas and Almanac 20008

I talked to our exchange student Charlie Mao and asked him these questions:
Question- What is it like to go to school in China? What do you learn? What classes do you take?
Answer — It is like going to the gym my school is so big. Youneed to take all the classes, not just ones your
choose, more classes take more time, that's why we have a longer school day.

Q- What jobs are available or common in China? What do you think you will be when you grow up?

A- Factory jobs and Information Technology (I.T.) jobs are common. I want to be a scientifist.

Q-What are the benefits of living in a communist country?

A-Thing are CHEAP $$$$

Q- What are the drawbacks of living in a communist country? (negative things)

A- Pollution in the city, we have a lot of homework, and we don't use a lot of the stuff that we are
taught. Even if you know youwill be a scientist, you still have to take English and Art.

Q- Are you allowed to have many kids? What happens if you have more than one child? Is it better to
have a boy or a girl baby?

A- No, you are not allowed to have more then one child. You get fined $5,000 if you have a second child.
It does not matter if you have a boy or a girl, neither one is “better”.



Q- Are kids close to their extended families?
A- If you have an extended family, yes, but most don't have extended families because of the limit on the
number of children you can have. (Not many people have aunts and uncles)
So as you read the following questions and answers, life in China is both good and bad. And thank you
Charlie Mao for answering the questions. We are lucky to have you here in Chelsea.
Writing
By Kyle Coburn
In English class we hauseen doing some creative writing as a type of free writing. The two types of creative
writing we've been working on recently are perspective writing and pantoums. | assume you already know what a pantourr
is because there were some in a past newslettégeess | don't have to tell you what they are. | personally prefer

pantoums that rhyme. | have tried my best to rhyme as good as | can. My perspective piece was originally written by Cod
and | added some things to it (with his permission).

Phrase Number | see a cat. I'm Cody's cat.
1 | see a cat. I'm Cody's cat.
2 Get hit by a car. | was fluffy.

3 Man, that smells bad. | looked fat.
4 Even from afar. Until he shaved me.
2 Get hit by a car. | was fluffy.

5 Splat, splat, splat. Now I'm not.
6 Oh, what a mess. | was lazy.

7 Pour little cat. | got caught.
5 Splat, splat, splat. Now I'm not.
8 Won't find a buyer. Flufy that is.
7 Pour little cat. | got caught.
9 Smushed by a tire. He'll get his.
8 Won't find a buyer. Fluffy that is.
10 Worse tha that. Could | keep.
9 Smushed by a tire. He'll get his.
11 Paper thin flat. In his sleep.
10 Worse than that. Could | keep.
3 Man, that smells bad. | looked fat.
11 Paper thin flat. In his sleep.
1 | see a cat. I'm Cody's cat.

A Couple of Turkeys
By Cody Perkins and Kyle Coburn
Help! Kyle! In ten days the hunters are going to shoot us and then when Thanksgiving comes they'l

shove stuffing up my butt and cook me with water and other things. I'll be sitting next to a side of cranberry
sauce. Gobblegobble! Come on Cody, calm down. But. Stop talking and relax.wt it! We have
nothing to fear. We are the same color as the leaves and can fly. All the leaves are covered in snow and if
we fly we'll be easy targets! That's why we fly low in betwéea trees. But. What did | tell you!? Just use
your head. Besides, hunting season is ten days away, so for now jusTENaRAY S LATER Kyle. Kyle,
it's okay, the gun shots are over. You can come down now. Hmmm. He must be so scared that he doesn't
wart to get out of the tre@WO DAYS LATER Ha! He told me to use my head and he ended up using his
head as a target! CRUNCH! Who's there? Kyle, is that you? Oh my god, | thought you were dead.
CRUNCH! Hey, you're not Kyle, you're a human. What's that yduwtding? Oh noBANG!



