
From the Middle 
November 16, 2007 

Quote of the Week: 
ÒWa-sa-bi peas... Boston Baked beans... for your grandma...Ó  

-Erik & Ms. Copp during their original song, “Snackin' in the USA” 
See an 8th grader to purchase snacks like these! 

Announcement: 
Field Trip to Montpelier  

State House & State Supreme Court is this 
Monday, Nov. 19th 

Make sure you are on time for school, the bus 
leaves at 8:30 AM sharp! 

Remember to bring your lunch! 

Happy Birthday!!! 
In the past couple of weeks, we have had a few From The 

Middle birthdays to celebrate, but did not mention them in 
the newsletter: 

Cody Perkins October 30th 

Sydney Copp November 7th 

Andrea Neville November 13th 

Happy Belated B-Day- hope you make this 
year the best yet! 

Why no wood? 
By Jacob M. Brooke  

 I was all ready to go to Shop and work with wood and guess what? Time to start, says Erik.  
All right, time to work with wood. I am wrong. It is time to measure. Drat. The second day, I think the 
same, but I am wrong again. More measuring, and the next day, and the day after that was the same. It has 
been a week and still no wood.  At this pace I think that we will spend the whole quarter measuring!!! 
 In Shop this quarter we are going to make a shed for a fund raiser and sell it.  We will split the 
money evenly.  The 7th  grade will get !  and the 8th  grade  will get the other !.   I hope that we get a lot 
of $$$$$.  I can't wait till we start working with wood!  

Sharks: Killing Machines? 
By Anthony Spinella 

 Sharks, the killing machines of the deep... or are they?  Lots of people think that all sharks do is 
kill and kill to eat and kill for the fun of it.  But they don't.  They have productive lives that do not 
involve killing and eating, like protecting territory, and mating, and for some, sleeping.  But when they 
do eat they eat fish and other food in the area.   Also, they only eat when they're hungry.  Sometimes a 
good kill for a shark can last it weeks or even months, but sometimes a shark mistakes a human for 
one of its many foods due to cloudy water or because there are tons of living things around you.   
 Sharks can pick up electromagnetic waves that are  made from living things and they can sense 
changes in the water so they can tell where you are but sometimes in a mesh of many living beings it 
might get confused and bite you or start flailing around.   
 But some sharks attack people in clear water, why is this? Mainly the reason is that the person 
invaded the shark's territory, but some sharks attack unprovoked and these sharks are: the tiger shark, 
the bull shark (which has been seen in Chicago) and the most dangerous of all, the great white shark. 
When someone gets attacked by one of these babies they usually have severe injures, some even fatal.  
But these attacks don't happen very often.   
 Also if you're scared  to death by sharks, don't see the series Jaws that will surely not help your 
fears, but remember that sharks don't attack people unless provoked, or unless they are one of the 3 
sharks I talked about. Sharks are not killing machines. 

Pantoum 



by Anthony Spinella 
 
 A Pantoum is a specific form of a poem.  What I like about this type of poem is that 
lines repeat, so once you have written a few lines you repeat those lines later in the pantoum 
therefore, you are only writing 11 different lines out of 20.  The format of a pantoum is: 
1,2,3,4/2,5,6,7/5,8,7,9/8,10,9,11/10,3,11,1 the numbers stand for the line written in order.  I 
also like this poem because you start and end with the same word/phrase.  Here are some 
examples of the pantoums I have made: 
 

Phrase number One word pantoum Phrase pantoum 
Title THE SEASON OF Fall THE WAVE 

1 Fall The wave 
2 Leaves It crashed 
3 Pie Destroyed all 
4 Thanksgiving No survivors  
2 Leaves It crashed 
5 Fun Screams filled the air 
6 Autumn Death came 
7 Orange Slowly the wave moved on 
5 Fun Screams filled the air 
8 Frost Screams of death 
7 Orange Slowly the wave moved on 
9 Turkey The wall of water 
8 Frost  Screams of death  
10 Potatoes The destruction 
9 Turkey The wall of water 
11 Food The wall of death 
10 Potatoes The destruction 
3 Pie Destroyed all 
11 Food The wall of death 
1 Fall The wave 

 

Alumni Basketball Game vs. Williamstown is Saturday at 5:00 
in Williamstown. Come cheer on the Chelsea Red Devils! All 

proceeds go to the Morgan Wadkins Fund. 


