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Quotes of the Week: 

ÒWe grow neither better nor worse as we grow older, but more like ourselves.Ó -May Lamberton Becker 
ÒGive me liberty, or give me death.Ó -Patrick Henry  

ÒBooks may well be the only tru e magic.Ó -Alice Hoffman  
The administration has asked that each class contribute an 

article to the community newsletter that will be published later 
this month. One student from each of the 3 grades has been 

nominated to fulfill this duty during newsletter time this short 
week. Therefore, From the Middle   was written by middle 
school teachers and not by students. We apologize, and hope 

you find it informative if not as entertaining. 

Chelsea Middle School students tested to see 
if they are worthy of being U.S. Citizens  

 Sydney Copp 
In preparation for  life, as well as a field trip to Vermont's 

State House and State Supreme Court this November, all 
middle school students are studying what it means to be a 
citizen and how governments work. We are studying the 3 

Branches of the U.S.  federal government as well as the rights 
and responsibilities that accompany citizenship. Students 
took the U.S. Citizenship Test, which is a test that The U.S. 

Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) administers to 
all immigrants applying for citizenship. For years, these 

questions have been selected from a  list of 100 that you can 
find at: 

http://usgovinfo.about.com/blinstst.htm . 
Some of the questions are basic, Who is the President of the 

U.S.? What do the stars on the flag mean? Other questions are 
a bit more challenging... Who becomes President if both the 
President and Vice President die? (answer: Speaker of the 

House, Nancy Pelosi) The  questions exemplify the knowledge 
each citizen should have of his/her own country. Starting in 

October, 2008, a new set of questions will be used which 
include much more  historic and geographic knowledge than 
the current test. Here are a few of the questions that students 

have recently studied: What do we call changes to the 
Constitution? What is the Legislative Branch of the U.S. 

government? Who is the head of the Executive Branch of the 
U.S. government? What are the duties of the Supreme Court? 
On November 19th, students will participate in both a trial 

simulation of a Vermont Supreme Court case as well as a 
simulation of the process of a bill becoming a Vermont law in 

the Senate chambers of the State House. 

Muscles & Bones  
Diane Tyler  

 
    In health class the 

middle schoolers are working 
on the skeletal and muscular 
body systems. We are working 
on reproducing skeletons in 

the spirit of Halloween. 
These skeletal pieces of work 

will be used in P.E. class 
for bone yard/grave yard 

reassembly and motor skill 
movement. Groups of students  
will be timed on how quickly 

they can assemble their 
skeletons and record the 

names of the bones.  
Afterwards, we'll revisit 

the muscular system and 
attach muscles to the 

skeletons. Groups then will 
be asked to choose a motor 

skill and identify 
correspondi ng bio -

mechanics. For example, 
what muscles are working 

together when you throw a 
baseball?  

Fund -raising News:  
Need a subscription???  

New music?  
The magazine, etc. sale can continue throughout 

the year online!  
Go to: www.qsp.com  

School Name: Chelsea Schoo l 
Chelsea account # is: 425016072  

Password: lz4bqabm  
Use this to credit all sales to Chelsea Middle 

School students  
ANY TIME ALL YEAR!!!  
Holiday gifts, birthdays...  

More Fun -Raising...  
The 7 th  grade has hatched a genius plan to 
cause a K -12 frenzy. They cr eated Chelsea's 
first  ÒPie in a Teacher's FaceÓ  fund -raising 
activity and the cans are already filling up. 

There are about 10 cans with brave & willing 
teacher's faces on them in the front lobby of 
the school. The teacher with the most $ in 

his/her can get s a pie in the face on 
Halloween. Fill those cans! The new principal 

looks hungry for pie...  



Middle School student goes MAD... and gets published in MAD! 
Yes, folks that is correct, our very own Caleb was published in a national magazine. He will receive a 

full year's subscription for free, showing us that it pays to write, and to take a chance on admitting the 
strange things that can happen in our minds. 

From MAD magazine, November 2007 issue: ÒI have been a MAD reader for a few years now, and it has 
always made me laugh. But recently a disturbing thing has happened. I'm starting to see people as MAD 
caricatures. Everywhere in my daily life, I'm seeing people in MAD form. I fear I'm going mad myself.  

Caleb Oldham, Chelsea, VT. 
You've-Got-To-Know-When-to-Oldham -- 

Real people looking like MAD caricatures? You might be going crazy... Seeing this bunch of 
freak-a-doodles would  test any person's sanity. So, either way, you're probably going mad! --

Ed.Ó 
 

Speaking of Publishing...  
Many students are submitting t heir most 

recent creative writing pieces to be 
published in Flying Ship, a children's 

magazine out of Norwich, VT. There are 
no guarantees that we will make the cut, 

but submitting original work for 
publication is something we will do all 
year. Those submi tting work to Flying 
Ship MUST complete the submission 

form  and get PARENTAL PERMISSION . 
Bring this in on Monday  or you will have 

to wait for the next deadline.  

Need Homework Help?  
 

There is help available after 
school on Mondays, Tuesdays, and 
Wednesdays from 3 - 4 (or earlier) 

in Parrish's office.  
No school sponsored rides home 

are available at this time. 
Please speak to Barrett if you 

need help arranging a ride.  
*********************************  

English Homework  
Reminder: RRJ entries DUE Monday  

Science Update 
Erik Anderson 

The 7th and 8th grade science class had a great trip to the First Branch on Tuesday afternoon. 
The water temperature was a chilly 10 degrees Celsius (50 degrees Fahrenheit) but the sun 

came out and warmed up hands numb from scrubbing rocks and gathering insects. The students 
are now analyzing their group data, which includes the pH of the water, the flow rater of the 
river, and the dissolved oxygen content. Once the group work is done the class will compare 
the different sample sites to see if there is any change in the water quality below the waste 

water treatment plant. For a final project students will produce a power point presentation that 
shows their research.  

 
In order to compare still water and moving water organisms the 6th grade class took a trip to 
Dave MizeÕs pond to collect aquatic insects. While at the pond the class also looked at the 

temperature of the pond and used a plankton net to collect microscopic organisms. We will use 
these specimens to talk about magnification and introduce the use of microscopes.  

 
 
This newsletter was created by: Sydney Copp, Erik Anderson & Diane Tyler 
To receive this newsletter via email, send an email to: scopp@chelseaschoolvt.org 


