From The Middle

Welcome Back Edition
August 31, 2007

Quotes of the Week:
Orou mean we don't have to walk down the hall in a line?G6th Grader
Grree-writes should be free!GMs. Copp
HAPPY BIRTHDAY, MR. WILLIAMS/Barrett! (September 1 st)

Reminders:
*Monday is Labor Day- NO SCHOOL!!!
*Read Chapter 1 of Counting on Grace for Tuesday

*Speeches for students running for Class Representatives to
Student Council DUE Wednesday
*Music reports DUE Thursday (Friday for Band)
Announcements:
The Fall Production will be Annie Jr. Tryouts begin on Wednesday,
September 5t at 3:10 in the Music room, and are open to grades

4-8. All who audition will have a part in the play.
(Tuesday tryouts open to 9" graders)

Back to School Picnic
is Thursday, September 6th
All are welcome. Please come!

Newsletter News: _
Each week of the school year, the middle sch ~~ What to Bring when you are on the
publishes a newsletter that we have titledym News Crew:
the Middle This publication is written by a smg
number of students pulled from the PCE class v |deasfor an article and feature
On the week that a studéaton the ONews CreV ¢ Your journalist notebookMs. Copp will
Ms. Copp will ask you to meet in the middle give you one of these when it is your tut
school computer lab at 2:20 to plan and create  y  Something to write with
articles and features for the week. Each stude ¥ Quotes of the week
the ONews CrewO will be required to write at ¥ An open mind
one short article and one other teatfor that
week, which could be another article, poem, s
story, puzzle, drawing, interview, advice colun

or something else you would like to see in yo Next week's News Crew:

newsletter. The best part about this newslette Alex Richardson
that it iscreated by students for each otheas Jasmine Braman
well as for the community. This is your place
write about the things that interest you, as wel See you at 2:20 on Tuesday

a place to report out to the community all th¢
wonderful things we do at Chelsea Middle Sch




Wandering through PCE...

Without a formal News Crew to keep her company, or any sign of students lacking
homework assignments, Ms. Copp found herself with nothing to do on the last block of the
second day of school. Woe is me, she thought, how will I ever keep myself busy on such a
hot afternoon? Knowing the responsibility of publishing a newsletter was now solely on her
shoulders for this short week, Ms. Copp decided to collect information about the goings-on
of this period of time known as PCE. “What is PCE?” Ms. Copp asked when she first arrived
at Chelsea Public School, more than two years ago. “I don't know,” was the response she
received at the time. Later she learned that it stands for “Plan, Create and Evaluate,” which
really means a class that goes beyond the core academic subjects and involves the students in
creative projects and hands-on activities.

Art...

Her first stop was in the art room where Mrs. Miller was taking attendance. “Where are
Phoebe, Toby and Blake?” she asked. “Too bad Toby isn't here today,” Mrs. Miller remarked
while staring at Caleb. “He had some great insights on the subject of wisdom yesterday, it's a
bummer he didn't show up.” Ms. Copp chuckled to herself. She knew that a few students had

given the new art teacher false names on the first day of class, and that Mrs. Miller was clued
in to their little game. Did they really think she would not have a class list? Thankfully for
these students Mrs. Miller has a good sense of humor and turned the joke on them. What if
the new art teacher had taken offense to their little joke? Would she hold a grudge against

them all year long? They took a serious risk of starting the year off on a negative note. This

could have been a serious incident, warranting discipline, but the teachers decided the lesson
was pretty clear. You should never to lie to teachers, especially. The truth will always come

out and next time the teachers won't be laughing.

Shop...

Ms. Copp excused herself from the making of apple head dolls in the art room to find the
sixth grade playing with straws in shop. The task was to create a structure that can hold a ball
40 centimeters off the ground for 10 seconds. The three groups were hard at work testing
their ideas, suggesting alternative methods, and trying again. When she sat down to type,
Ms. Copp could hear the counting coming from the next room, “ONE, TWO, THREE...” It
sounded like the groups were succeeding. After further investigation, however, Ms. Copp
discovered that only one of the 3 student groups completed the challenge. Congratulations
to: Sam, Taylor, Alex R. and Hannah. Even Erik was unable to succeed at the task he set forth,
but according to one source, his was the coolest structure. I guess that means Erik gets an A
for creativity. Ms. Copp went back on Friday and found Erik challenging the group to make
a plan and stick to it this time. In pairs they have to draw the structure and follow it through
to completion. Is it better to “fly by the seat of your pants,” or make a formal design plan
and stay with it no matter what? It may depend on the task...

Ask a sixth grader how it turned out.
*** This newsletter is available via email. Please email Ms. Copp at scopp@chelseaschoolvt.org
if you wish to receive it electronically each week. I have all 6" grade parent emails already.




