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Quote of the Week: 
“I'm just admiring your students who are so quietly into their research. 

What? I'm being serious. Not everything I say is a joke.” -P.Cal 

Announcements:  
Happy Birthday, Hunter!!! 
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English/Drama/History 
Project: 
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The United States  
vs. 

Susan B. Anthony  
By Kyle Coburn 

*re-enactment poster 

In social studies class we have been studying the case of The 
United States vs. Susan B. Anthony. Susan B. Anthony was a 
suffragette  (a woman who fought for womens' rights) who 

wanted the right to vote. On November 5 th, 1872, there was an 
election for members of the United States Congress held in 

Rochester, New York. Miss Anthony and thirteen othe r women 
decided to register and vote in this election. In the present day, 
this would have been a normal action, but at that t ime women 
had not been given the legal right to vote. At the voting booth, 

she faced objections due to her gender, but the board of 
registration decided that she and her comrades were entitled to 

register and therefore, they would be allowed to vo te. Miss 
Anthony was later charged with voting without the r ight to vote 
because she was a woman. This case made it to a Federal Court 

in New York. The way she and supporters saw it, she did 
nothing wrong, and cast her vote in good faith. But , Judge Ward 

Hunt wouldn't budge in his opinion that she was gui lty no 
matter what her defense attorney, Harry Selden, had to say. In 
the end, Judge Hunt ordered that the jury submit a verdict of 

guilty and refused to let Miss Anthony speak as a w itness in her 
own defense. Now that you have had the overview of the case, 

what do you think about this case? We are deciding for 
ourselves what we think of the case and will be wri ting 

persuasive essays to argue our own opinions. Here are some of 
the arguments for both sides of the issue. 

GUILTY NOT GUILTY 

·  The 13th, 14th, and 15th amendments 
were intended to give former slaves 
rights, not women 

·  The New York Constitution limited 
voting to male citizens 

·  The 14th amendment does not give 
women the right to vote 

·  The 15th amendment does not give the 
right to vote based on gender 

·  She knew it was against the law and 
voted anyway 

·  The 14th amendment states: “Anyone 
born in the United States... is a 
citizen... States cannot make or enforce 
laws that limit the rewards or 
protections of any citizen...”  (Women 
born in the U.S. are citizens too!) 

·  We cannot know the intentions of the 
writers of the amendments; we must 
interpret the words as they are written  

·  Any amendment that violates the 14 th 
amendment is unconstitutional 

Now that you have had an overview of the case what do you think of it? I'm 
going to leave you with a few questions: 

 
·  Do you think what Judge Ward Hunt did was legal? 

 
·  Do you think that someone should have prosecuted Judge Ward Hunt for his actions? 

 
·  And lastly, do you think that Susan B. Anthony was guilty or not guilty? 


