From the Middle

January 11, 2008

Quotes of the Week:

On hiking Mt. Everest: "They weren't sure it was humanly possible... I felt like we had to
give it all we had..." -Sir Edmund Hillary (the New Zealand-born mountaineer was the
first man to summit Everest, he died at age 88 January 10™)

"All sunshine makes a desert.” -Arabic Proverb
"Arabic Proverb? That's a weird name." -7™ Grader

Morgan Wadkins is home! Birth Announcement:

The other day I sat in my classroom, wondering where Morgan . Y
is and how she is doing. Instead of continuing to wonder, [ Alice Craft (Gene and Laura's daughter) was born

promptly logged on to her Care Page and discovered that she on December 24, 2008
had been home over a week, and was settling into her new, very Alice came almost a month eaithan expected

green, room. As I logged offand turned back to school life, [ saw . .
aflash going past my room. There she was, in the flesh, in the but she is healthy and happy at home with he

hallway, Morgan is back! As teachers and friends passed by, parents.
they inevitably stopped to join the ever-growing hallway | collected some advice for the new
party. [ took the opportunity to ask Morgan a few questions in th th
between getting swarmed by the entire second grade class and parents from the 7 and 8 grade
questions about classes and scheduling for the spring. .
SC: What is the best part of being back? students who experienced parenthood
MW: Seeing friends. recently through Health class with the
SC: Other than friends...? .
MW: My new room, my very green room. flower baby aSS|gnment:
SC: What do you miss the most about the Rehab Facility .o . .
Boston? Whatever you do, do not drop it on its
MW: (sarcastically she says) Therapy. (In reality it is the soft spots and don't forget it." -W.L.
people she misses most.) “Give h hat sh ts" -CP
SC: What was the best part of being in Boston? * Ive her what she wants.” -C.F.

MW: There was lots of stuff to do, including meeting Da « "“Take turns checking on the baby at
Cook, going to the Bruin's game, the Museum of Science,

the Aquarium night so one person isn't doing all the
Second Grade: When are you coming back to school? work." -N.D.

MW: In a couple of weeks. " . "

Second Grade: YESSSSSSSSSSSSS!HIIIIIII * "Support its head.” -CLL.
Morgan will be coming back to school almost full time when « “Don't dr‘op it" KC.

the spring semester begins. She will attend Champlain College "
in the fall. I think the second grade speaks for us all. We are . Make sure you know where all the
eagerly awaiting Morgan's return to CPS and happy she is Ieakage is exi’ring." -J.B.

home in Chelsea. -Sydney Copp " .
«  “Unlike us, at the end of the week, you

can't make cookies out of it." -C.O.

Race for President

Recently in political events, there was a New Hampshire Primary and an lowa Caucus. Barack Obama (Democrat) and Mike
Huckabee (Republican) were the winning nominees of the lowa Caucus, while Hillary Clinton (Democrat) won 39% to
Obama's 37% in the New Hampshire Primary and John McCain (Republican) won 37% to Mitt Romney's 31%. If you don't
know what a Caucus or a primary is, these are the definitions. A Caucus is when there are meetings in each of a state's
precincts. The citizens elect delegates and the delegates go and make the decision as to which candidate will get the party's
nomination. It's kind of like a town meeting where you have to go and stay for a few hours if you are going to participate. A
primary, on the other hand is just another word for a preliminary vote. New Hampshire holds the first primary, and other
states follow in the coming days, weeks, and months. Candidates have already begun to drop out of the race, including
Democrat Bill Richardson who just withdrew. Vermont's primary is on March 4" encourage all citizens who are of voting
age to vote, because a democracy only works if the people participate! Do you care who runs your country? -Sam Amber



Roots

Sam Amber

During this week and the next two weeks, the middle school will be watching the television
series Roots on Mondays and Wednesdays. Last year my teacher DeRoss recommended this book
for me, but | didn't know that we would watch the movie this year. The book and the movie are very
different. The movie doesn't have as many details of Kunta Kinte (the main character) as a small boy.
In the movie it shows him born and then right away it is 15 years later, in the book it describes what it
was like for Kunta as a toddler. When he was a toddler he would lay in a hut while his mother
harvested rice, and when he was a little older he would wrestle with his friends. Also, in the movie it
shows when Kunta is fifteen, a leopard attacks one of his family's goats that he is watching. In the
book, he is around ten and it is a lion that attacks. Roots is a very good story, and it shows how the
main character's perspective of freedom changes. Right now in the movie, Kunta Kinte is chained in
the bottom of a slave ship with one hundred or more other Africans who have become slaves with him.
This story also shows how awful it was to be captured in Africa and then sent over the ocean. In the
bottom of the ship, everyone gets sea sick and they aren't allowed to use the lavatory, so it is
disgusting down there. His perspective of freedom is just to be out of those chains right now, and his
perspective of freedom will keep changing depending on what is happening. The story of Roots is very
good, it is by Alex Haley, whose ancestor is Kunta Kinte. The story spans over seven generations
starting in 1750 when he is a child born in The Gambia. | am looking forward to watching the rest of
the series to see how the story goes.
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In the serieRRootsbased on the book by Alex Haley, there are manykmelvn actors and actresses
who play the major roles. Maya Arlga, author oft Know Why the Caged Bird Singad the first black woman
director in Hollywood, is among the famous faces we have seen. In addition, LeVar Burton of television's
Reading Rainbowlays young Kunta Kinte. Many of the white charactefRantswere played by weknown
and already welliked white actors. These casting choices were made in an attempt to gain sympathy for the
white characters depicted. For example, Slater, one of the slave traders was played by Ralph Waite, known be:
for his rde as Mr. Walton oThe WaltonsIn addition, one of the slave owners, Dr. William Reynolds was
played by Robert Reed, known best as Mike BradyhenBrady Bunch -Sydney Copp
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OJ S I m pSO nby. Christopher Bartsch

| am writing about OJ Simpson becauseRwoiswhich is a ms#@ries that aired on TV in 1977. Orenthal
James Simpson was born on®IB49. OJ Simpson was drafted to the Buffalo Bills ti@afodptvhth got O.J. on the
first draft pick in 1969. It was originally thought that he would be drafted by the Philadelphia Eagles or the Pittsk
Steelers, they even had a game called th OJ bowl, thinking that the loser would have theftiimgt luhanmet &t dra
turned out that neither of those teams got to draft him. In 1977 his season was cut short because of injury. In 1¢
the San Fransisco 49ers.

Before OJ's football career ended he started a new acting career. He was@fRbetsamd the movies
The Cassandra Crossing, Capricorn One, The Klansman, The Towering Inferno, Bac# tbeakBdaghn
trilogyHe even started his own film production company in 1979 called Orenthal Productions.

After that, thingarted to go down hill for O.J. He was accused of killing his wife and her suspected lover.
found not guilty after a highly publicized criminal trial. He was, however, found guilty of a civil charge, which me
pay the family of the victRecently, O.J. got in trouble again, and was charged with the followinoesyméth @
deadly weapdiurglary with a firepassaulwith a deadly weaffstdegrekidnappingith use of a deadly
weapon (which carries possible life serteacelmwith use of a deadly weapon, conspiracy to commit robbery,
conspacy to commit kidnapping, and conspiracy to commiiNoweritnat@ a lot of crimes. If he is found guilty of all ¢
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them he will serve up to sixty years in jail. | think that celebrities can be people who you can look up to, but eve
flaws.



